The Slippery Slope
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) is quick to assure concerned individuals that they only want to
eliminate the personal conviction exemption for school and daycare entry in Wisconsin. But the reality is, this is
just the first step. If they can convince lawmakers to support the removal of one exemption, they can and certainly
will try to eliminate others, including our religious exemption to vaccination.
Vermont
In 2015, lawmakers in Vermont voted by a narrow margin to eliminate its personal conviction waiver to
vaccination. In 2019, a bill was introduced to eliminate Vermont’s religious exemption. 1 A similar bill was
reintroduced in 2021.2
California
Lawmakers in California voted to remove its philosophical exemption waiver in 2015. California did not have a
religious exemption and was left with only a medical exemption.3 In 2019, lawmakers severely restricted the
medical exemption and almost no one qualifies for one any longer. Even a child who should qualify for a medical
exemption would likely never find a doctor willing to risk investigation or punishment for writing one. 4
New York
On June 13, 2019, the New York legislature quickly pushed a bill to repeal the religious exemption to vaccination
through both the Assembly and Senate in one day with no public hearings. 5 In addition to removing its religious
exemption, NY tightened its medical exemption and most children no longer qualify for one. 6
Maine
In May 2019, Maine Governor Janet Mills signed a law removing both the philosophical and religious vaccine
exemptions.7 Vaccine choice advocates were successful in putting the issue on the ballot for a “people’s veto” in
March 2020. They were, however, unsuccessful in overturning the law. Big Pharma spent over $500,000 to ensure
that vaccine choice would no longer exist in Maine.8
Connecticut
On April 28, 2021, the Connecticut governor signed a law that eliminated the religious exemption to vaccination in
all schools, colleges, and daycares, leaving only the medical exemption.9
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